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AROMATIC PLANTS

% Aromatic plants produce and exude aromatic substances which are used in
making perfumes, in cooking, and in the food and liquor industry. Many of
these are also used for medicinal purposes. The characteristic aroma is due to
variety of complex chemical compounds.

* The part of the plant that release fragrance depends upon the species. In some
plants, the scent comes only from the flower or only from the leaves. For many
flowering plants, however, the production of odor is not confined to one area
but spread throughout the outer layer of petals and other parts of the flower
while some ﬂower such as Orchid have specialized scents glands called
Osmophores that ooze liquid scent, which evaporates on contact with air.

% According to the Greeks, Venus was the first women to use perfumes. It is said
that'the Roman Emperor Nero had to wash his mouth with a fragrant water
before entering to the Imperial Court. The practice of embalming mummies
goes back to 5200 years in Egypt. In this process different aromatic herbs were
used for stuffing body cavities.

¢ Perfumery has been one of the Indian arts and India was a famous center for
perfumes and allied products in the past. The famous poet Kalidas in his epic
poem Shankutala mentioned about the use of perfumes both for personal and
religious rites. In Ritusamhara, Kalidas gave charming description of
indigenous beautiful and scented trees of India with flowers in different
months.

¢ A Project/ Experiment was Initiated in financial year 2018-19, for
conservation/ demonstration of Aromatic plants. The project has been
established on an area of 0.2 hectare, in Forest Research Range Lalkuan. At
present Aromatic Block houses 39 species, and the main species are
Cymbopogon flexuosus, Curcuma_ aromatic, Mentha viridis, Amomum
subulatum and Murraya paniculata.



